
Southern York County School District 
2020-2021 Health and Safety FAQ 

 
Please note that we will add questions and answers on a frequent basis, as more information 
becomes available. Answers will be updated if there are changes in the guidance from Governor 
Wolf's office and the PA State Department of Health.  
 
Education 

1. Will students be able to attend in-person classes for the 2020-2021 school year? 
The Southern York County School District Board held a Special Board Meeting on July 9 
to review a draft reopening plan for the District.  This plan will be reviewed and go to the 
Board for approval at a Special Board Meeting on July 23.  The District plans to reopen 
for all students and staff on August 19, 2020.  Some families may opt to attend school 
virtually through the District’s Digital Academy. 

2. If Pennsylvania goes back into the ‘Yellow’ phase, will we go back to virtual 
learning? 
The District is prepared to move to a blended learning approach if needed based on 
revised CDC guidelines.  This option of an “A/B Schedule” would allow half of our 
students to be scheduled for in-person learning at school and the other half would attend 
school virtually from home while rotating with a set weekly schedule.  

3. Will non-employees (i.e. volunteers) be permitted into school buildings? 
Visitors will be limited to military recruiters and college representatives as needed and 
others deemed necessary and safe by the building principal.  Volunteers will also be 
extremely limited during the 2020-2021 school year.  Verbal screening (for COVID-19 
symptoms and close contact with cases) for all visitors on entry will be performed.  If 
possible, potential visitors will be informed before they travel to the school that they 
should expect to be screened for COVID-19 and will be unable to enter the school if they 
do not clear the screening process or if they decline screening.  Visitors who do not clear 
the screening process or who decline screening will not be able to enter.  

4. Will classroom desks be farther apart for social distancing? 
Schedules should be as static as possible by having the same group of students with the 
same group of staff.  Staff will develop and implement classroom procedures that 
encourage social distancing to the greatest extent possible such as, but not limited to 
turning desks the same direction, students only sitting on one side of the table, and 
seating that is arranged in a U shape.  In areas with non-fixed seating, extra desks will 
be removed so that seating can be maintained 3-6 feet, when possible.  In areas with 
fixed seating, every other desk will be left empty to maintain social distancing. 

5. I am not yet comfortable sending my child to school. Can I have them continue 
with virtual learning only this school year? Full-time distance learning is available 
through our Southern York Digital Academy for those families uncomfortable with 
in-person instruction for the start of the school year. 
 

https://www.sycsd.org/DigitalAcademy


6. Will my child be required to bring his/her own school supplies this year? Will we 
be given a list before the start of the school year? 
The District will obtain additional resources and supplies to limit student sharing of 
materials such as art supplies, math manipulatives, science equipment, etc. when 
feasible.  Supplies and equipment that are shared will be limited in their use and 
assigned to specific groups with additional cleaning and disinfecting between uses. 
When individual items are not available, assigned and controlled access to shared 
supplies with a hand sanitizing and disinfecting protocol.  Student’s belongings will be 
separated from others. 

7. What will the attendance policy be for the District? If your child is ill or unable to 
attend school a note is required upon his/her return. 

8. Will there be physical education classes and music classes? 
Physical education and music classes will follow CDC social distancing guidelines and 
limit the sharing of equipment.  For music classes, the District will follow Covid-19 
Instrument Cleaning Policies. Teachers will provide students instruction on these 
cleaning policies prior to resuming instrumental music lessons or classes.  

9. Will there be recess? 
Recess will be limited to one group of students at a time. We understand that students 
need to get up and move around so we will be making every effort to have movement 
time. 

10. Will there be field trips for the 2020-2021 school years? 
Restricted use of transportation during the school year (ie - elimination of field trips and 
transitional activities).  

 
Sports and Extracurricular Activities 

1. What about sports events? 
Sports and Extracurricular activities will adhere to CDC Considerations for Youth Sports, 
Governor Wolf’s Guidance for all Sports to Operate During the COVID-19 Disaster 
Emergency to Ensure the Safety and Health of Employees, Athletes, and the Public, and 
PDE Preliminary Guidance for Phased Reopening of Pre-K to 12 Schools to the greatest 
extent possible. 

2. Are spectators allowed to attend extracurricular activities? 
Attendance at extracurricular activities will be limited to participants, coaches/staff, and 
essential district employees only (no spectators will be permitted). 

3. Will there be summer workouts? 
Beginning July 13, 2020, students will be able to participate in optional summer workouts for 
student-athletes and musicians following the Athletic Health and Safety Plan. 

 
Transportation and Operations 

1. Will the District provide bus transportation? What will be different? 
Yes, the District will provide bus transportation.  Recommend limiting students on school 
buses and vans to two (2) students to a seat with the understanding that all students are 
required to wear a face covering while on the bus.  Assigned seating will be implemented 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/sports-guidance/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/sports-guidance/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/sports-guidance/
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/K12/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/K12/Pages/default.aspx


at all grade levels, keeping students from the same household together. Additional bus 
runs may be added, if needed, to support social distancing on buses. 

2. How will school buses be sanitized? 
Hand sanitizer will be available on all buses and vans.  Interior of vehicles will be 
sprayed as recommended by the spray manufacturer.  

3. Since water fountains are high germ transfer areas, will bottled water be available 
for students? 
We will limit the use of drinking fountains and promote the use of bottle fillers and safer 
alternatives for providing water, when possible. Students and staff are encouraged to 
bring water bottles or use disposable plastic bottles.  All buildings have touchless water 
bottle fillers at various locations throughout the building.  

4. How will you ensure the buildings are cleaned and ready to safely welcome staff 
and students? 
The District custodial and maintenance staff have been trained in best practices and 
methods to maintain cleanliness, sanitation, disinfection and ventilation 
protocols/procedures including the use of the CDC guidelines to maintain safety for our 
students and staff. The District has ordered supplies which meet specified requirements 
necessary to implement cleaning, sanitation, and disinfection protocols. The District’s 
cleaning and safety standards will be monitored on a daily basis by Head Custodians, 
Head Mechanic and Director of Operations. 

5. How will the restrooms be kept safe and low risk for spreading germs? 
Restrooms will be cleaned and disinfected throughout the day.  

 
Cafeterias and Food Service 

1. Will my child still have lunch in the cafeteria? 
Students will either eat lunch in the classrooms or the cafeteria. Some tables will be 
removed or staggered to prevent gathering and increase social distancing. 

2. How will meals be served? 
Meal condiments will be limited and provided to students on the serving trays and/or 
disposable placemats. Cafeteria staff will serve students all meal components and/or 
provide pre-packaged meal components to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  Selection 
of fruits and vegetables will be limited. Students will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer 
and/or wash hands, provided at stations within the cafeterias and classrooms prior to 
consuming food or beverages. Established marked paths of travel and one-way traffic 
lanes will be created to reduce cross-traffic and minimize the chance for close contact.  

3. How will the cafeterias be kept safe and low risk for spreading germs? 
Cleaning in student dining areas and cafeteria serving areas will be enhanced in an 
effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Staff will clean and disinfect cafeteria tables 
and seating before, during, and after lunch shifts. Cashless transaction opportunities for 
the cafeteria will be established. Shielding at checkout registers and food service 
stations will be installed. 
 

 



Social Distancing and Other Safety Protocols 
1. How will you maintain social distancing in classrooms and common areas? 

Social distancing in classrooms, common areas and throughout the building will strive to 
maintain 3 to 6 feet, when feasible.  The number of students will be limited within the 
classroom and large group areas such as the cafeteria/auditorium to accommodate 
social distancing recommendations, when feasible.  Students and staff will be 
encouraged to practice proper hygiene with regular hand washing/hand sanitizer use.  

2. What is the District’s policy on students wearing masks?  
Per the order from the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health on July 3, 
student and staff face coverings are required at all times (including the school bus) 
except when students and staff are: 

a. Unable because of a medical condition;  
b. Eating or drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart; 
c. Seated at desks or assigned work spaces at least 6 feet apart; or 
d. Engaged in any activity at least 6 feet apart (e.g. face covering breaks, recess, 

etc.). 
Alternatives to face masks will be made available such as: clear face shields, plastic 
partitions, and other personal protective equipment. Face coverings will be provided to 
individuals who may not possess one.  

3. Will students and staff be screened before entering buildings? 
Parents should complete a symptom screening at home before their child leaves the 
home that includes a fever, shortness of breath, headaches, body aches, fatigue, 
loss/altered sense of taste or smell, diarrhea, and runny nose/congestion.  Students, 
coaches, and staff will undergo a COVID-19 health screening prior to any practice, 
event, or team meeting. Students and staff showing signs of illness are expected to stay 
home. 

4. What if my student feels ill during the school day? 
Students and staff will go to the nurse immediately if feeling ill.  Any person showing 
signs of illness will be placed in an isolated check-up room. 

5. Will the community be notified of any confirmed COVID-19 cases? 
Staff and families will be notified of any confirmed COVID-19 cases, while maintaining 
the confidentiality of the affected individual. Families will be notified via School 
Messenger email service if their child has possibly been exposed to someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 to support monitoring for signs and symptoms. 
Documentation of possible cases and contacts will be maintained while awaiting results 
of COVID-19 testing. 

6. When can my student return to school if they are being isolated or quarantined? 
District staff and students may return to school after being isolated or quarantined under 
the following guidelines:  

● At least 10 days from onset of symptoms 
● Released from medical care 
● At least 3 days without a fever or the use of fever reducing medication 
● Improved respiratory symptoms 



● If asymptomatic, but positive test, at least 10 days since positive test. 
Recommended consultation with school nurse upon return from extended absence. 


